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worship, sometimes in the Syriae language, sometimes in
Greek translation.1
While the church of the Byzantine Empire was being rent
by the questions whether Christ had one nature or two
natures, one will or two wills; while its subjects were rang-
ing themselves either as King's Men or Rebels; while, in
the passion for correct thinking about Christ, the idea of
right living in the name and after the example of the meek
and lowly Jesus was fast disappearing, in far-away Arabia
a great religious genius was burning with the passion to
make known, by persuasion or' by force, the simple truth
that God is One. In the spiritual lifelessness and the
doctrinal divisions of Christianity lay the opportunity of
Islam. Mohammed's flight from Mecca to Medinah with
a few faithful followers dates the beginning of the Moslem
era at 622. Ten years later, Islam, by the power of tongue
and of sword, had conquered Arabia, and under Khaled,
the Sword of God, was attempting the conquest of Palestine.
It was a holy war. Empire was sought over men's souls as
well as over men's bodies. The leaders of the movement,
'Omar, Khaled, Abu 'Obeidah, were men of great faith. It
was with much the same purpose, according to the Hebrew
narrative, and with much the same methods of war that Caleb
and Joshua had led the forces of Israel over the same ground
two thousand years before. Bosrah, "on the other side of
the Jordan," was the first town to fall, betrayed by its gov-
ernor, who publicly accepted the religion of his conquerors
with the declaration: "I choose Allah for my God, Islam
for my Faith, Mecca for my Temple.'3 Six years after this
first victory, the whole of Syria and Palestine had come un-
der the Moslem sway. And under this sway, save for the
brief period of crusading rule, these lands have remained
for thirteen centuries. No previous domination of which
we have any clear chronological account—Jewish, Persian,
Greek, Roman, Byzantine—has lasted as long. The de-
1 For a discussion of this question see Lammens, in "Al Machriq"
(published at the Jesuit Press at Beyrout), March 15, 1900. Also
K. P. Vailh6 in the "Echos d'Orient," tome VI (1903), p. 143.

